COMMUNITY *

LAND SCOTLAND

SCOTTISH LAND REFORM TIMELINE

x%%%

\9®

In response to Napier
Commission and
organised agitation by
crofters, government
passes Crofters’
Holdings (Scotland) Act
1886, granting basic
land rights to crofters
including security of
tenure, the right to
pass their croft to
their descendants and a
standard of reasonable
rent.

Land issues resurface.
Issues of equity and
justice in related
political and commercial
relationships.

Controversy over
coastal superquarry in
Harris.

Community acquisition
of the North Lochinver
Estate in Assynt by
tenants. First modern-
day example of
community purchase.
Eigg and Gigha follow
suit

1. Malcolm M Combe, ‘The environmental implications of redistributive land reform’ (2016) 18(2) Env L Rev 104, 118.

The first modern land
reform legislation

was the Transfer

of Crofting Estates
(Scotland) Act 1997
which allowed crofting
communities to acquire
croft land owned by the
state. !
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Land Reform Policy Abolition of Feudal First Land Reform (Scotland) ~ SNP Second wave of modern
Group (LRPG) Tenure etc. (Scotland)  Scottish Act 2003 - introduced ~ Government  land reform legislation.
established to 'identify ~Act 2000 - wiped Land Fund @ ‘community right to announced The Community
and assess proposals away the last vestiges  (SLF) buy'. Rural community target of 1 Empowerment (Scotland)
for land reform in rural  of the feudalism, established bodies could register an  million acres 2020 Act 2015 and Land
Scotland' and 'provide  abolishing annual feu interest in land which of land in Reform (Scotland) 2016
the Scottish Parliament duties, converting gave them the first community ~ extended the original
with an agenda for feudal tenure to chance to buy the land ~ ownership by ~community right o buy fo
action on land reform.' 2 outright ownership and if the owner decided 2020. 3 almost all land in Scotland,

Published the
reports Identifying
the Problems and
Identifying the
Solutions in 1998, and
Recommendations for
Action in 1999.

extinguishing the rights
of feudal superiors.

All of this occurred on
the ‘appointed day’, 28
November 2004.

to sell. Also introduced
a similar crofting
community right to
buy, allowing crofting
communities to buy
the land on which they
lived and worked from
the landowners, even
if the landowners were
unwilling to sell.

not just rural; introduced
two new community rights
to buywhich allow
communities o compel
landowners to sell land,
provided strict criteria
are meft; infroduced

a scheme enabling
communities to request
that the government or
other public

2. MG Lloyd and MW Danson, ‘The Land Reform Policy Group in Scotland: Institutional sponsorship for land reform?' (2000) 15(3) Local Economy 214-224.
3. See: https://www.gov.scot/publications/one-million-acres-2020-strategy-report-recommendations-1-million-acre last accessed 27 July 2021.
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