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SCOTTISH LAND HISTORY TIMELINE

After the Ice 
Age the first 
settlers were 
hunter gatherer 
tribes. No one had 
ownership of the 
land at this time.

The ancient 
ceremony of 
‘sasine’ involved 
handing over a 
clod of earth and 
stones to show the 
transfer of land 
from one owner to 
another.

The Kingdom of 
Scotland is a tribal 
society of various 
peoples including 
Gaels, Picts and 
Norse. Most of the 
land is owned in 
common.

•	8000BC

•	8th Century A
D

•	9th Century A
D

King David I introduces 
a feudal system. The 
King granted land to his 
supporters. The church 
was given land too (up to 
a quarter of Scotland).

•	11th Century A
D

After the death of 
the Norse Princess 
Margaret ‘the Maid 
of Norway’, a law is 
made that only the 
oldest male son could 
inherit land.

•	13th Century A
D

The old Parliament 
of Scotland allowed 
people to have their 
ownership recorded 
in the Register of 
Sasines for the first 
time.  

•	17th Century A
D

Thousands of people, 
particularly in the 
Highlands, are 
removed from the 
land to make way for 
sheep during The 
Clearances.

•	18th & 19th Century

Crofting communities 
formed after the 
Clearances were 
given land rights. 
Crofts could 
be transferred 
within families and 
passed to future 
generations.

•	19th Century

Crofters are given 
the right to buy 
their land.

•	20th Century

Land Reforms by 
the new Scottish 
Parliament give 
communities special 
rights to buy land 
and a fund to help 
with the cost. 
	

•	20th Century


