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Two 

contradictory 

global trends 



• Community based actions - 450,000 acres 
under community land ownership in Scotland 

• Human rights = land rights: 
 “communities have a right (irrespective of whether or 
 not they exercise it) to control, benefit from and 
 (ultimately) own land and other natural resources in their 
 vicinity” 

• Guidelines on the governance of land tenure 
and land tenure target in 2015 Sustainable 
Development Goals 

• Living up to reform promises? - Liberia, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Brazil … 

• Strong pledges of corporate reform – 
Unilever, Coke, Cargill, Nestle, Wilmar 

 

Progressive land reform  



• Unsupportive external environment: 

– Laws and policies outdated 

– Weak recognition or implementation of 

individual and community land rights 

– Imbalances of power – influence, access to 

information and resources 

– Governance challenges and lack of political 

will 

 

Threats to securing 

community land rights 



Increasing  

commercial 

demand for land 



 



 



• National and global demand out-stripping 
supply: 

– Food (soy beans, sugar, cattle-feed …) 

– Fuel (cassava, biofuels …) 

– Fibre / raw materials (cotton, rubber …) 

• Financial investment in real estate and 
agricultural commodities 

• Leaving community and common land and 
natural resources particularly vulnerable 

• Resources rights increasing in commercial 
value 

 

Reasons for the increasing 

commercial demand on land 



Actions being taken to protect 

and promote community land 

• Formal land reform 

processes 

• Informal actions 

and advocacy 

– local to global  

• Importance of 

transparency of 

land ownership 


